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ANNCR: 

U.S. DEFENSE PLANNERS IN WASHINGTON ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE VULNERABILITY OF THE NATION'S LONG-RANGE 
MISSILE FORCE. AS A RESULT, THEY ARE NOW THINKING ABOUT SHIFTING 
THE MISSILES AROUND -- IN AN EFFORT TO PROTECT THEM, PENTAGON 
CORRESPONDENT SEAN KELLY DESCRIBES THE PLAN, IN THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT: 

VOICE: 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS, AMERICA'S STRATEGIC DEFENSES HAVE BEEN 
BASED ON A CONCEPT KNOWN AS THE TRIAD: A THREE-PRONGED FORCE 
THAT INCLUDES LAND=-BASED MISSILES, LONG RANGE BOMBERS, AND 
SUBMARINE-LAUNCHED MISSILES. THE CONCEPT OPERATES ON THE THEORY 
THAT IF ANY SINGLE ELEMENT IN THE TRIAD WERE DESTROYED BY 
ENEMY ATTACK, THE OTHER TWO FORCES COULD STILL RETALIATE 
DECISIVELY. 

BUT, AS A DETERRENT TO SUCH AN ATTACK, THE TRIAD HAS 
TO REMAIN A CREDIBLE FORCE ~- AND THERE IS ALREADY CONCERN 
BEING EXPRESSED ABOUT THE GROWING VULNERABILITY OF THE LAND- 
BASED MISSILE PORTION OF THE TRIAD, UNDER THE TERMS OF THE 
1972 INTERIM STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION, THE U.S. MAINTAINS ONE-THOUSAND-AND~FIFTY- 

FOUR LONG-RANGE MISSILES IN UNDERGROUND SILOS -= MOSTLY 
SCATTERED AROUND SEVERAL MID-WESTERN STATES, 

WHEN THEY WERE BUILT IN THE 1960S, THESE MISSILE SILOS 
WERE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF WITHSTANDING A ROCKET ATTACK 
DIRECTED AGAINST THEM, SINCE THEN, THE SOVIET UNION HAS 


INCREASED BOTH THE NUMBER AND ACCURACY OF ITS LONG-RANGE 
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MISSILES TO THE POINT WHERE U.S. OFFICIALS NOW CONSIDER THE 
AMERICAN MISSILE SI-ES TO BE THREATENED, UNLESS SOMETHING IS 
DONE TO PROTECT THEM, 

U.S. DEFENSE PLANNERS HAVE COME UP WITH WHAT APPEARS TO 
BE AN INGENIOUS SOLUTION. THEY PROPOSE DIGGING MORE SILOS, 
BUT KEEPING THE SAME NUMBER OF MISSILES -- UNDER .THE TERMS 
OF THE SALT AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION, ONCE THE ADDITIONAL 
SILOS WERE COMPLETED, THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO TELL 
WHICH SILO HAD THE MISSILE IN IT. THE PROCESS HAS BEEN 
COMPARED TO THE OLD CARNIVAL SHELL GAME IN WHICH THE OPERATOR 
PLACES A SMALL OBJECT UNDER ONE OF THREE OR FOUR IDENTICAL 
SHELLS AND THEN MOVES THE! ALL AROUND QUICKLY. THE CONTESTANT 
IS THEN INVITED TO CHOOSE WHICH OF THE SHELLS CONTAINS THE 
OBJECT, 

IN THE CASE OF THE MISSILE SILOS, THE SOVIETS WOULD HAVE 
TO TARGET ALL OF THEM =~ TO BE CERTAIN, AT LEAST THAT IS 
WHAT PROPONENTS OF THIS SOLUTION ARGUE. THEY ADD THAT IT IS 
CHEAPER TO DIG A SILO THAN IT IS TO BUILD A NUCLEAR WARHEAD, 
THUS, IT IS ARGUED THAT THE SYSTEM WOULD BE COST-EFFECTIVE. 

IN HIS FIRST NEWS CONFERENCE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE U.S. JOINT 
CHIEFS OF STAFF, GENERAL DAVID JONES, SPOKE FAVORABLY OF THE 
SHELL GAME" SOLUTION =-- ALTHOUGH HE REFERRED TO IT BY ITS 
OFFICIAL TITLE: "THE MULTIPLE AIMING POINT," IT IS, IN HIS 
VIEW, PERMISSIBLE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE EXISTING SALT 
AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIETS, AS THE NATION'S RANKING MILITARY 
OFFICER, GENERAL JONES MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE U.S. NEEDS 
A SURVIVABLE LONG-RANGE MISSILE FORCE, AND THAT THE "SHELL 
GAME" SOLUTION MIGHT HELP IT MAINTAIN SUCH A FORCE, 
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